CHAPTER XXVII
LAMB AND   HAZLITT

WHEN WE have read the Essays of Elia, we know
Charles Lamb. He is the most self-revealing of all
English essayists, and the most lovable, whimsical,
and comical, whether in his writings or in his life. AH
readers of Elia are his friends : but he had innumerable
friends in his own lifetime, among them the poets
Wordsworth and Coleridge, and the essayist and
critic William Hazlitt.

Scarcely a word need be added to their own accounts
of themselves. With Lamb and Hazlitt, the essay,
which had begun in impersonal Spectator papers,
became a personal matter. Lamb's letters to Words-
worth and Coleridge : Hazlitt's description of WTords-
worth and Coleridge : Hazlitt's account of Lamb's
Thursday evening parties : above all Lamb's accounts
of his own tastes and friendships and doings: with
these before us, we cannot wish to re-tell what has
already been told in the best possible way.

Here is Hazlitt on Lamb's conversation at his
Thursday parties. It is from his essay On the Conversa-
tion of Authors.

" There was Lamb himself, the most delightful, the
most provoking, the most witty and sensible of men.
He always made the best pun, and the best remark